
 
 

News Release 
  From Bedford Main Street 
        www.centertownbedford.com 

 
 

Bedford Main Street, Inc. 

Date: May 5, 2017 

 

For more information, please contact Diane Wilson, President of Bedford Main Street, 

bedfordmainstreet@gmail.com , (540) 586-2148. 

 
Bedford Main Street to launch second Business Bootcamp in August 
 

Bedford, Virginia— Bedford Main Street (BMS) will be launching its second Bedford Business Bootcamp 

starting this August. The bootcamp aims to engage entrepreneurs in the region and help them learn how to 

create and manage a functional business.  

 

Bedford Business Bootcamp, which began last year as an effort of Bedford Main Street to help fill vacant 

storefronts with viable businesses, will work in conjunction with the Small Business Development Center to 

facilitate classes tailored to entrepreneurs. It will be a nine-week program that will run from August 24 - 

October 26, 2017. Those interested in creating or expanding a business in the Town of Bedford are eligible to 

apply and they will attend classes and enter their business plan into a “pitch” competition on the final night. The 

winning company will be eligible to receive a grant up to $5,000 to jump-start or expand their business venture. 

Though the program is geared toward new businesses, existing businesses looking to expand into the Bedford 

Main Street footprint or town limits are also eligible to participate.  

 

The SBDC will facilitate each class using a program called GrowthWheel. GrowthWheel is a well-known tool 

for entrepreneurs to help shape their startup or expanding business.  

 

"Programs like Bedford Bootcamp — using Growthwheel — will help give small businesses the opportunity to 

develop and refine their plan,” said Stephanie Keener, Program Specialist from the SBDC who will serve as 

class facilitator of the Bootcamp. “By challenging entrepreneurs to break down the steps to start up or expand, 

we are helping them make the best decisions for their business."  

 

The cost to participate in the Bootcamp is $99 per person, which includes all course materials and other costs 

associated with the program. 

 

The Bedford County Office of Economic Development secured $5,000 to fund the bootcamp program. Bedford 

Main Street also secured a total of $1,500 last year from American National Bank and Union Bank to go toward 

prize money for the winner. The winning business will receive any prize money on a reimbursable basis as they 

invest in their start up or expansion. The Town of Bedford, a large supporter of Bedford Main Street and its 

programs, is offering additional support to bootcamp participants. “The Town offers tax incentives, façade 
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grants, and building rehabilitation grants,” stated Steve Rush, Town Councilman and Economic Vitality 

Chairman of BMS. These grants may be layered on top of prize money awarded. 

 

Jim Messier, past president of Bedford Main Street and owner of Arthur’s Jewelry in the Town of Bedford 

played an integral role in the beginnings of BMS’s Bootcamp program. “All entrepreneurs possess dreams and 

passion,” said Messier about bootcamp applicants, “Our dreams can certainly get us started, but in order to 

succeed in business, we must have a thorough understanding of business principles such as forecasting, 

marketing, and inventory management, which the bootcamp is designed to help them learn.” 

 

For those interested in participating, the application for Bedford Business Bootcamp and an informational 

packet on the program’s rules, guidelines, dates, and times can be found on BMS’s website, 

www.centertownbedford.com. There will be an informational meeting for those interested on July 26, 2017, and 

the application deadline is July 28, 2017. Anyone with questions regarding the program may contact Diane 

Wilson, President of Bedford Main Street, at bedfordmainstreet@gmail.com or 540-586-2148.  
 

 
-END- 

 

About Bedford Main Street 

Bedford Main Street is a non-profit organization dedicated to creating a vital and vibrant downtown Bedford. It 

was created in 1989 and is led by a 13-member board of directors focused on promoting, beautifying, and 

revitalizing the Main Street corridor in the Town of Bedford.  
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